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INTRODUCTION 

 

This Code of Practice applies to the use of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPGas) at Public Events; such 
as major sporting and entertainment events, festivals, school and church fetes, local markets and 
other non-profit group functions. 

Organisers of Public Events have a Duty of Care under the Occupational Health and Safety legislation to 
provide a safe operational environment. As far as reasonably practicable, people are not to be exposed to 
risks arising from the running of the event. The definition of this duty is broad. Pro-active attention by 
organisers may be achieved by a process of identification, assessment and control of safety risk. 

General OHS requirements are published by WorkSafe. For further information refer to the WorkSafe 
publication óAdvice for Managing Major Events Safelyô, available from the WSV website 
www.worksafe.vic.gov.au. 

In relation to gas safety, this can be achieved by ensuring that all gas installations are safe and are certified 
as complying with current Regulations and Safety Standards 

The intent of the following guidelines is to ensure an acceptable level of gas safety and minimise the 
possibility of gas-related incidents. 

 

 

This document is to be read in conjunction with AS/NZ 1596, AS 5601 and WorkSafe óAdvice for 
Managing Major Events Safelyô and all relevant codes within. 
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The Following Organisations have been involved in formulating this Code of Practice: 

Working Committee: 

Á Australian LPGas Association,  

Á Country Fire Authority, 

Á Energy Safe Victoria, 

Á LPGas Companies (Elgas Ltd, Kleenheat Gas Pty Ltd, Origin Ltd, Supagas Pty Ltd, United Gas Pty 
Ltd) 

Á Metropolitan Fire Brigade, and 

Á WorkSafe Victoria 

Attendees at Document Review Session: 

Á Harry the Hirer Pty Ltd 

Á Melbourne 2010 Cycling 

Á Melbourne City Council 

Á Melbourne Racing Club 

Á Safe Not Sorry Pty Ltd 

Á Spotless Group Ltd 

Á THA Consulting 

Á Transplumb Pty Ltd 

Written Submission and Comments by: 

Á Australian Grand Prix Corporation 

Á Victoria Racing Club Ltd 
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1. DEFINITIONS 

 

For the purpose of this document  the following definitions apply: 

1.1 Acronyms 

CFA 
 Country Fire Authority 
ESV 
 Energy Safe Victoria 
GFN 

Gasfitting Notice ï a notice required to be submitted to ESV by an authorised person for any 
gas fitting installation  

LPGA 
 Liquefied Petroleum Gas  Association Australia 
MFB 

Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
WSV  

  WorkSafe Victoria 
1.2 Certified Appliances 

 A gas burning appliance is Certified when the Appliance has been assessed and approved by; 

i. An independent certifying body (eg AGA, SAI Global, IAPMO) 
ii. A body accepted by Energy Safe Victoria, or, 
iii. Energy Safe Victoria 

1.3 Cartridge Operated Appliances 

 Appliance usually used in domestic situations and fuelled by a disposable butane gas cartridge.  
These are not approved for use at Public Events by this Code of Practice. 

1.4 Decanting 

 A procedure in which the liquid phase of LPGas is transferred from one cylinder to another by 
utilising the difference in pressure between two cylinders.  Decanting is not an approved practice at 
Public Events.  

1.5 Mobile Catering Vehicle 

 A vehicle utilising LPGas, that is either self-propelled or towed: 

Á in which food is prepared. It shall be fitted with a fire blanket and a suitable portable extinguisher, 
or 

Á to supply hot water ablution services. 

Such vehicles shall display either: 

i. An Energy Safe Victoria Compliance Plate, or 

A compliance plate that is supplied by the ESV after they are provided with a Gas Fitting 
Notice for the vehicle and they have conducted an inspection, to ensure the vehicle 
meets the appropriate standard (details for this inspection and approval appointments are 
available from ESV).  The plates are presently dated for 3 or 5 years life and the vehicle 
will require reinspection after this time. 

The Compliance Plate to be securely positioned on the vehicle in a readily accessible and 
visible position, beside the Vehicle Identification Plate, or beside the gas equipment 
storage or appliance. 
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ii. Interstate equivalent compliance plate 

A certificate standard that is issued from a interstate regulatory system that ensures that 
the Mobile Catering Vehicle complies with the appropriate installation standard. 

1.6 Responsible People Or Organisations 

Event Organiser 

  Person who is in control of event 

 Appliance Hirer 

  Person who owns and hires out appliances, equipment, LPGas cylinders, etc 

 Catering Vendors 

  Person in charge of a vendor site 

Gas Supplier 

 Company who supplies LPGas 

 Authorised Person 

  Person who has been licensed or registered by the Plumbing Industry Commission. 

Person may include an individual or a company. 

1.7 Risk Assessment 
The application of a systematic approach to identify hazards, assessing their risk, and determining 
controls to minimise risk at the event. 
1.8 Structures 

Assembly Building 

A building, such as a hall, pavilion or assembly building used for an event  (ie. church, 
school or sporting club hall) 

Permanent Structure 

  A permanent building or structure, including carport type structures, gazebos and rotundas 

 Outdoor Temporary Structure 

An awning, marquee, booth, tent, See Figure 1 Examples Of Outdoor Temporary 
Structures For LPGas Appliances.  

Note: an Installation that does not comply to the definition of Outdoor is to be classified as 
Indoor. 
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Figure 1 Examples Of Outdoor Temporary Structures For LPGas Appliances 

A marquee, tent, booth, awning, or a structure with 

Á 2 sides open: or 

Á 1 side open equal to 25% of the total wall area, and 30% of the remaining total wall area is open and 
unrestricted.  

A marquee, tent or booth set up in the interior section of a building, would be classed as indoors. 

Indoor appliances may be located in the interior of structures when supplied with adequate ventilation. 

Outdoor appliances may be located outdoors, or be installed in the interior of structures meeting the 
requirements of these drawings. 

Cylinders may be located in the interior of marquees, tents or booths if they comply to the requirements of 
Table 1 LPGas Allowable Quantity And Cylinder Size. 

Examples of Outdoor Areas: 
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